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Together we are better.

Happy New Year – wow 2011 was 
a wonderful year for the Green 
Valley Elks and our fantastic 
Auxiliary. It is nice to take a look 
back and remember so many 
activities and so many fun events.

In support of our youth your 
Lodge held a Youth Awards 

banquet, recognized Eagle 
Scouts, sponsored Hoop Shoot 
and Soccer Shoot competitions, 
participated in the Dictionary 
and Americanism Programs, 
supported Copper Hills Little 
League and provided much 
needed school supplies to the 
students at Continental School. 
Your community thanks you!

In support of our drug awareness 
efforts our mascot, Elroy T. Elk, 
visited local schools. We also held 
essay, door decorating and poster 
making competitions, distributed 
red ribbons to our local students, 
gave out Drug Awareness Awards 
and distributed ice cream to local 
students to say “Thanks!” 

In support of our veterans we 
sponsored WWII vets on Honor 
Flight, throughout the year we 
served VA Hospital patients 
pancake breakfast, participated in 
the local Memorial and Veterans 
Day ceremonies, sponsored a 
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Christmas Party for our VA 
friends and supported a group 
of youth that travels the country 
entertaining our veterans. On 
Pearl Harbor Day our volunteers 
put up flags in our community. 

In support of our community the 
Lodge recognized the outstanding 
efforts of our fellow Elks, local 
teachers and law enforcement 
through our Community Awards 
Ceremony. Our members 
participated in the 4th Ave Street 
Fair in support of Arizona Elks 
Major Projects.

We had a great turn out for 
our quarterly Blood Drives. We 
collected food at the Lodge, and 
we held an Adult Diaper Drive 
and Car Show in support of the 
Community Food Bank.

We received a startup grant 
from Elks National Foundation 
for support of a new program 
at Sopori School in Amado. 
Finally, we provided residents at 
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Del Coronado with Bingo, Mexican Bingo, Egg 
Coloring and a visit by Santa at Christmas time.

In memory of those who will come no more, 
member names were added to the tablets of love 
and memory, your Lodge performed the traditional 
Elk Memorial Service and held a special ten-year 
memorial for 9/11.

The parties never seem to stop at the Green Valley 
Elks Lodge #2592. This year we had Wine Tasting, 
Martini Tasting, Memorial Day, Independence 
Day, Western BBQ, Elk-toberfest, Halloween, 
Eggnog and New Year’s Eve parties. We also hosted 
feasts for Easter, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and 
Thanksgiving. While it was tough work, our 
volunteers certainly made a party out of painting the 
Lodge Room, and we appreciate their effort.

In support of our members we maintained the 
BEST lounge in Southern Arizona with the biggest 
dance floor. We have continued to have live music, 
and frankly, we have the nicest people here! We 
continue to offer great food at great prices and are 
proud of our Chef, bartenders, staff and servers.

We have continued to work diligently to address the 
impact of a poor economy, rising prices and growing 
competition. In the end this Lodge cares about its 
employees and members, and is working hard to 
maintain our Lodge and its restaurant and lounge 
facilities.

Special thanks to all of our Greeters, and to Mayme 
Specht PER and Kathie Grendys for consistently 
volunteering in our restaurant and at many other 
events, and showing how Elks Care, Elks Share.

Our Pancake Breakfast and Bingo are the best in 
town. Our volunteers put forth a great effort and 
hard work; they are the heart of our Lodge. Thank 
you. 

We’ve worked side by side in many events with the 
Elks Auxiliary and are delighted with the energy, 
enthusiasm, and hard work they exhibit. We are 
proud of our Auxiliary, all the good works and 
fundraising events, and glad to have their support; 
especially their warm smiles and friendly hugs.

Finally, your Lodge is proud to have upheld our 
Elk traditions: Installation of Officers ceremony, 
Inaugural Ball, Flag Day Ceremony, and the 
Annual Lodge Golf Tournament. We welcomed our 
District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler, Tom Bright 
and his Lady Twyla, and Arizona Elks First Vice-
President Tom Shelby and his Lady Gail for Official 
Visitations.

Our Officers and members participated in District, 
State and National Conventions, as well as Elk 
training clinics. Later this month our Officers 
will represent our Lodge in ritual competition in 
Willcox; the team and their coaches have practiced 
hard and hope to make Green Valley proud.

When asked why I am an Elk, I am proud to say it’s 
because Elks give and do so much.

Fraternally yours,
Arturo Gabaldón, Exalted Ruler

From the Exalted Ruler, continued from page 1

Editor’s Note
Thank you all for your informative and helpful 
comments. Would you like to get your Elks Thunder 
newsletter in color? Go to our website www.
greenvalleyelks.org. Click on Newsletter – then pick 
the issue you like. If you would prefer to get the 
newsletter on line, please e-mail me at bpoe2592@
greenvalleyelks.org. The more people who use the 
web-site, the less postage we will be using.

Have a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year!

Mary Becker
Editor,  Elks Thunder Newsletter design and layout – Kamper & Kamper LLC
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Hello, Ladies and Happy New Year!

We ended 2011 with a very busy December that 
began with a successful and very enjoyable High Tea. 
Marcia Salley and her committee did an outstanding 
job! And how about those Elk waiters!
Saturday after the tea we hosted a Veterans’ 
Christmas Luncheon. The Vets enjoyed a delicious 
lunch and a visit from Santa, who had presents for 
them. Thank you to all my volunteers who served 
lunch and socialized with the Vets.
Another “Thank you” goes to everyone who baked 
or made sandwiches for the Memorial Service 
on December 4th. “Thank you” also to those who 
helped with the Egg Nog Party later that day. 

From The Elks’ Auxiliary
There are several 
events coming up 
to keep you all 
busy throughout 
the winter. Please 
join us at the 
Awards banquet 
January 15th. We 
honor not only 
our fellow Elk and 
Auxiliary members, 
but also those in 
the community 
who give most 
generously of their time.
Also coming in January, look for the details in this 
newsletter of another Wine Tasting to raise funds 
for Sopori. Bring a friend to the “Meet & Greet” in 
the Lounge on January 26th at 3:30pm. You can chat 
with various committees to see where there may be 
opportunities for you to participate.
We are in the planning stages for a Homemade 
Spaghetti Dinner in February. The cook will be 
someone born in Italy and raised in a household of 
great Italian cooks. Any guesses? Further details will 
be coming next month.
Please support our biggest fund raiser of the year, 
our 12th Annual Fashion Show on March 12th. This 
year’s theme will be Hollywood. Dillard’s will be 
providing our fabulous clothes again.
Tickets will be available at 10am in the Antler Room 
prior to our Luncheon on January 11th. The cost 
will be $20.00. Thereafter tickets will be available 
in the Lobby from 4-6pm every Tuesday and Friday 
starting January 17th.
Your help is still needed to fill vacancies on our 
Board. Board members work hard but we enjoy 
each other’s company, have fun and raise money to 
support our various charities. Please contact me or 
June Shanahan if you are interested.
Fraternally, Loretta Potenzieri
Auxiliary President

“Together we are better”

Recently received
Good afternoon Loretta.

Yesterday was the Lodge Memorial Service and 
Egg-nog Party.  Saturday was the Veteran's 
Luncheon.  All during the last couple of months, 
the Elks have constantly turned to the Auxiliary 
for financial, moral, and all other kinds of support.  
Next Monday the del Coronado project will 
take place and without the help of the Auxiliary 
members and your substantial financial donation, 
it would not have happened.

In today's world too many people are ready 
and willing to offer criticism, and that's about 
the extent of their contribution. As President 
of the Past Exalted Ruler's Association, I want 
to extend to you and the entire membership of 
the Elks Auxiliary, a HUGE THANK YOU for 
everything that you have done.  Also, a special 
thanks to Mario, he was tireless in supporting and 
representing you. We could certainly do with more 
like him.

If you want to share this with the Auxiliary, please 
feel free to do so.  I will tell one and all how highly 
I respect this fine group of people, and how proud I 
am to be associated with them.

Fraternally,
Tom Shanahan, PER
President PER Association
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Pearl Harbor Day
On December 12, 2011 the Green Valley Elks 
Lodge #2592 demonstrated the meaning of "Elks 
Care – Elks Share."

All 97 residents of Del Coronado Senior Living 
Apartments were treated to a wonderful Christmas 
party during their lunch hour. Each resident 
received a Christmas card with money inside and a 
gift bag containing various toiletries, candy, playing 
cards and etc. They especially liked Santa Claus as 
many of the ladies wanted to sit on his lap and have 
their picture taken with him and Santa's special Elf.

From left to right: Back Row - Gail Hardin (Aux. 
Treasurer), Antwon Saunders (Lodge Esquire), Susan 
Anderson (Lodge Lecturing Knight), Gary Anderson 
(member), Deborah Berntzen (Aux. member), 
Loretta Potenzieri (Aux. President), Cathy Travis 
(Elk and Aux member) and Thomas Shanahan 
(P.E.R. and co-chairman).

Front Row - June Shanahan (Past Aux Pres. and co-
chairman), Mario Potenzieri (member), Cheryl Ponzo 
(Lodge Leading Knight) and Santa Claus (Chuck 
George - PSPGER).

Photo credits: Hertha Wollum, Jean Newcomb.

Cathy Travis and Deborah Berntzen from the Elks 
Auxiliary baked special Christmas cookies and 
lemon bars for this festive occasion. Also, 20 door 
prizes were given to the lucky residents with the 
winning numbers.

Sharing this special time with the residents 
were the following Elk members and Auxiliary 
members: Chuck George, Tom Shanahan, June 
Shanahan, Cheryl Ponzo, Susan Anderson, Gary 
Anderson, Antwon Saunders, Loretta Potenzieri, 
Mario Potenzieri, Gail Hardin, Cathy Travis and 
Deborah Berntzen.
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Arturo Gabaldon, Exalted Ruler, Green Valley Elks 
Lodge #2592 congratulates Porter DeFazio, Eagle 
Scout from Troop #348. Photo submitted by Arturo 
Gabaldon.

A Scouting Milestone
On November 3, 2011 Porter DeFazio from the 
Green Valley, AZ area reached his goal of Eagle 
Scout. Congratulations and great job, Porter!
For his Eagle Scout project, Porter and some 
volunteers worked on April 16 and 23. They spent 
their time repairing a javelina pen at Simpson’s 
Wildlife Sanctuary in Green Valley AZ.

They removed tombstone roses (a giant, desert rose), 
weeds, rocks and a giant stake. They put up shade 
cloth, surrounded the pen with rocks for support, 
built roofs for the smaller compartments in the 
actual pen and made a bench for Mrs. Simpson so 
she could enjoy the opportunity of watching the 
animals she puts in the pen.
On April 16th 13 people turned out to help, and on 
April 23rd there were 16 people helping. The total 
number of work hours was 119 hours 51minutes. 
The total number of hours for preparing, 
documenting what had to be done, getting 
donations and supplies was 17 hours 50 minutes.

With generous donations from many businesses in 
the Green Valley area and all the monetary donations 
combined, he raised $325. Porter said his parents and 
brother also helped with expenses, when needed.
Cheryl Ponzo 
Lodge Leading Knight and Publicity Chairman.
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2011 - 2012 Lodge Officers

Exalted Ruler.................................................... Arturo Gabaldon (Rosanna)
Leading Knight.............................................................Cheryl Ponzo (Jack)
Loyal Knight.........................................................Carol Sturdevant (Frank)
Lecturing Knight......................................................Susan Anderson (Gary)
Secretary............................................................. Tom Curran, PER (Terry)
Treasurer..................................................... Raymond “Ray”Austin (Betty)
Esquire.............................................................. Antwon Saunders (Dyane) 
Chaplain................................................................Dr. Louis Fish (Helene)
Tiler.....................................................................Frank Sturdevant (Carol)
Inner Guard..............................................................................Bob Quinn
Organist...............................................................Tamara Kahrimanis(Reg)
Five-Year Trustee....................................................... John Culver (Sharon)
Four-Year Trustee........................................................Dan Garcia (Dottie)
Three-Year Trustee........................................................Jack Ponzo (Cheryl)
Two-Year Trustee..............................................................Ray Zucker, PER
One-Year Trustee.................................................Tom Bright, PER (Twyla)
Presiding Justice............................................. Walter Henderson (Carolyn)
Mediator...................................................................Chuck Shipman (Pat)
Committee Chairs

	 Auditing & Accounting................................................................ Bob Quinn
	 Membership.......................................................................... Susan Anderson
	 Indoctrination................................................................... Tom Curran, PER	
	 Investigation/Lapsation.......................................................... Susan Anderson 
Community Activities.......................................................... Arturo Gabaldon, ER
Lodge Activities..................................................................................Cathy Travis
	 Americanism.........................................................................Carol Sturdevant
	 Protocol......................................................................... Tom Shanahan, PER
	 Government Relations..................................................Dick Westbrook, PER
	 Flag Day....................................................................................Hans Boensel
	 Memorial Day ....................................................................... Susan Trecartin
	 National Veterans Service Comm..............................................Hans Boensel, 
		  ................................................................. Ed Orford & Nick Nickolas 
	 Public Relations/Publicity..........................................................Cheryl Ponzo
	 Elks National Foundation.................................................... Frank Sturdevant

Other Activities
	 Accident Prevention....................................................................... Jack Ponzo
	 Community Image....................................................................Cheryl Ponzo
	 Historian........................................................................................................
	 House Committee...........................................................................Bert Imse
	 Bulletin Advertising/Editor......................................................... Mary Becker
	 Elks Major Projects..................................................................... Anita Dezess
	 Sexual Harassment................................................................. Susan Anderson
	 Sickness and Distress................................................................Dr. Louis Fish
Entertainment Activities
	 Music.............................................................................................................. 	
	 Golf	 ..............................................................................................Bert Imse
	 Bingo	..................................................................... Chuck & Kathie Grendys
	 Greeters.............................................................................................Gil Fink
	 Pancake Breakfast.............................................. Pat Haywood & Jim Wagner
PER Association
	 President.........................................................................Tom Shanahan, PER	
	 Secretary.......................................................................Dick Westbrook, PER
	 Photography............................................................  Jim Smith & Ken Haley
	 Ritual Team Coach............................ Tom Curran, PER & Tom Bright, PER
Youth Activities.................................................................................Karin Larkin	
	 Drug Awareness............................................................................. Jack Ponzo
	 Hoop Shoot.............................................................................. Sandy Walters
	 Soccer Shoot-out............................................................................................
	 Student of the Month/Scholarship.......................................Tom Bright, PER
	 Essay Contest......................................................................... Susan Anderson	
	 Webmaster........................................................................... Andres Gabaldon
	 Bulletin Publisher.............................................................. Tom Curran, PER
	 Blood Bank..........................................................Linda Lamb, Cynthia Peters

Past Exalted Rulers by Affiliation

1979-1980	 John W. Kachel*
1980-1981	 James Christensen*
1981-1982	 Arnold R. Peterson
1982-1983	 Nicholas S. Vitale*
1983-1984	 Donald F. Ehritt*
1984-1985	 John E.. Bold*
1985-1986	 Arthur R. Flood PDD
1986-1987	 W. Wesley Percy*
1987-1988	 Roy Youngblood*
1988-1989	 William H. Bulman Sr.
1989-1990	 Ralph E.. Seaton
1990-1991	 John A. Boyajean*
1991-1992	 Raymond C. Zucker
1992-1993	 Robert C. Barry*
1993-1994	 Richard E. Flake*
1994-1995	 Wally Geno

Elmer L. Abbott
Williams Atkins
Dean B. Brown
Jim Collins
John Deady*
Bill Durall
Charles George PDDGERVPS
Jerry Godsey
Chuck Grendys
Lowell Joerg PDDGER
Edward King*

1995-1996	 Cliff Skogstrom
1996-1997	 L.C. (Bert) Imse
1997-1998	 James A. Specht*
1998-1999	 Leo PavlovichPDDSVP
1999-2000	 Leo PavlovichPDDSVP
2000-2001	 Hugh T. Hall*
2001-2002	 Tom Mattarocci*
2002-2003	 Mayme Specht
2003-2004	 Charles “Chuck” Fitch
2004-2005	 Charles “Chuck” Frey
2005-2006	 Tom Curran
2006-2007	 Tom Bright
2007-2008	 Jim Kear*
2008-2009	 Phyllis Curran*
2009-2010	 Tom Shanahan
2010-2011	 Jack Najar

*Deceased

William Lampright
Mike Julya
Richard McCauley
L.C. (Bill) Nevelle PSPPDD
Jerry Oleson
Alfred P. Pakan*
Jack D. Reeder
Larry Romero
Denny Scanlan
Richard (Dick) Westbrook
William Young

*Deceased

Past Exalted Rulers of Lodge No. 2592

THE ELKS THUNDER
Published monthly by B.P.O.E.. Lodge No. 2592

2951 S. Camino Mercado
Green Valley, AZ. 85622-4631

e-mail: bpoe2592@greenvalleyelks.org — webpage- www.greenvalleyelks.org
520-625-2592



January 2012 – The Elks Thunder 

15

Hello, Club members. Happy New Year and 
welcome to a new year of Elks golf. We have a new 
Board this year and I would like to take a little space 
to introduce ourselves.

The Board consists of Art Mayhle (me) as 
Chairman, Charlie Diehl, Vice-chairman, Joe 
Musachhia, Secretary/Treasurer and Board 
Members, John Robbins, Jack Ross and Bill 
Trefethen.

Charlie and I are relatively new members of the golf 
club as well as the Elk lodge and look forward to 
meeting and playing a round with you, if we haven’t 
already. We welcome your input and any suggestions 
to improve and expand our program and make it 
more enjoyable for all.

In an effort to keep our tournament toward the 
end of the first quarter as it has been in the past, 
our Annual Tournament will be held March 19th 
at Torres Blancas beginning at 8am – (This is a 
Change). Lunch follows immediately, held at the 
Elks lodge.

We are currently working on the menu and will 
supply details in next month’s article and via the 
e-mail “blast” list we have recently created. If you 
have not been receiving e-mail notices from us, 
please contact me at artmayhle@aol.com. If you 
don’t have e-mail, we do have a list of 
“phone call only” members. If you 
are not sure whether or not you are 
on the call list and wish to be, please 
contact me at 300‑6387. 

We are working to fill the open dates 
in our schedule and that will of 
course depend on the over-seeding 
schedule of the individual courses. 
The schedule has been e-mailed to 
club members and you will shortly 
receive a copy of the new by-
laws, a list of tournament 
directors and courses via e-mail.

We look forward to 2012 and hope that you enjoy 
the courses and the games. Have fun and enjoy!

Art Mayhle
Club Chair

GREEN VALLEY ELKS GOLF CLUB




